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Chinese as Mu-to-pi.1 The "region of Bihar and Bengal was again invaded
by the Kamarupa monarch Sri Harsa (Harisa?) who is referred to
in the Pasupati inscription as the father-in-law of Jayadeva II,3 and
the ruler of Gauda, Odra, Kaliriga, Kosala and other lands, in the
year Harsa Bamvat 153 viz. A. D. 759-60.3 This Invasion was again
followed by that of the Kashmir king Jayaplda, who according to
Kalhana visited lands east of Prayaga in the course of his conquests
early in Ms reign, namely circa A. D. 762-G3,3 He is recorded to have
reached Pundravardhatia which was then subject to the Gauda prince
Jayanta, whose daughter he married and, after conquering the chiefs
of the five Gaudas, he made his father-in-law their overlord.*
As a consequence of such invasions utter disaster prevailed and
confusion' reigned supreme in the lower Gangetic valley from about
the first quarter of the eighth century till the election of Gopala to
the Pala throne in circa A. D, 7655. The consternation of this
period has bean well described by Taranatha thus: " There was no
longer any member of it (the royal family of the Candras) a king;
in Odivisa, in Bengal and in other five provinces of the east; each
Ksatriya, Brahmana and merchant (Fm"%a?) constituted himself
king of his surroundings, but there was no kiBg ruling the country."6
He tells us further how the wife of one of the late kings assassinated
by night every one of those who had been chosen to be kings, but
after a certain number of years, Gopala who had been elected for a
time fortunately escaped from her and was eventually made king for
life.7 The reason why this Gopala was elected is clearly stated in
the Khalimpur grant of Dharmapaladeva, dated the 12th day of
Ma-rga, of the year 32 of Ms "increasing*' reign. It tells us how
" the glorious G5pala, whom the people made to take the hand of
Fortune, put an end to the practice of fishes (Matsyanyaya)."8 Thus
after a period of anarchy lasting for nearly forty years, peace was
restored and plenty returned to the land where for so many centuries
the glorious Guptas reigned, prospered and perished.
1  Stein, Rafatarangini, I, pp. 88-89.
2  /. A., IX, p. 180.
8 Ray, op. cit., I, p, 278; also see Kaihana, Rajatarangini, IV, 421-68, pp, 78-70.
4  Kalhana, op. cit., IV, TV. 401-61.
5  Ray, op. cit., I, p. 279; also see p. 2/8 wherein he is placed in " the second half of
the eighth century \
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* E. L9IV, no. 34, p. 251.   Kautalya refers to this nyaya: mai$yanyay~niUbhutclh
Mamim Vaivasv&tam rajanam ctikrire.   Arthasastra, Bk, I, text* ch. 9, p, 22; trans,
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